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	N.J. Department of Environmental Protection’s

	
	

	
	(NO) PUBLIC ACCESS RULE

	
	

	
	Help Us Stop it Before it Stops You!



The N.J. Department of Environmental Protection is presently proposing to scrap and replace important rules that protect and create public access to the State’s tidal waterways, including the Jersey Shore, the Hudson River and other urban waters.  The new rule proposal— the (No) Public Access Rule—threatens to drastically reduce the public’s right to view, use and enjoy the State’s rivers, bays and coast for fishing, surfing, bathing, diving and all other water dependent recreational activities.  This Fact Sheet is one in a series of Fact Sheets detailing why DEP’s proposal must be stopped.
1.
Closed Areas to Remain Closed

In far too many areas, there is no public access to the urban waterfront; DEP’s proposed “status quo” approach to existing developments will keep those areas closed to the public. North of the Raritan-Driscoll Bridge, many waterfronts are urban in character.  Having been developed long ago for commercial and industrial uses, new development is not as common as in other areas through the State. Nevertheless, in many instances, the (No) Public Access Rule would not require existing commercial, industrial, marina, and port developments to provide public access where none presently exists.  
2.
Existing Access Allowed to be Replaced by “Equivalent Access”


Existing public access should be enhanced--not eliminated or changed in any significant manner.   

The (No) Public Access Rule would allow changes to the locations of existing public access points.  To facilitate additional development, for instance, property owners would be allowed to relocate existing public access points to different parts of their properties.  There is no requirement that the replacement access constitute an improvement over the existing access, nor is there any provision that users of the existing public access point be given any notice of the change.  There is no requirement that replacement access be provided before the closure of existing access, which means some waterfronts may be temporarily closed, particularly during periods of construction.  

3.   Time Restrictions May be Imposed for Use of the Hudson River Walkway 


Access to portions of the Hudson River Walkway may be limited to hours that are not conducive to fishing or other forms of recreation, particularly by those who work normal business hours. Fortunately, DEP is not revoking its regulations that require all waterfront development along the Hudson River to develop, maintain and manage a section of the Hudson River Walkway.  However, while access to the Walkway is presently available 24-hours a day, the (No) Public Access rule would allow that public access to be time-restricted due to an injury risk or a threats to public safety.  
For more information about this proposal, and what you can do to help us stop it, read (No) Public Access Rule Fact Sheets #1 Overview, #2 Municipal Public Access Plans, #3 Renourished Beaches, #5 For Fisherman, and #6 What You Can Do to Help, brought to you by:
American Littoral Society     (     NY/NJ Baykeeper

Surfrider Foundation (Jersey Shore Chapter)     (     Citizens Right to Access Beaches (C.R.A.B.)

New Jersey Beach Buggy Association
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