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N.J. Department of Environmental Protection’s

	
	

	
	(NO) PUBLIC ACCESS RULE

	
	

	
	Help Us Stop it Before it Stops You!



The N.J. Department of Environmental Protection is presently proposing to scrap and replace important rules that protect and create public access to the State’s tidal waterways, including the Jersey Shore, the Hudson River and other urban waters.  The new rule proposal— the (No) Public Access Rule—threatens to drastically reduce the public’s right to view, use and enjoy the State’s rivers, bays and coast for fishing, surfing, bathing, diving and all other water dependent recreational activities.  This Fact Sheet is one in a series of Fact Sheets detailing why DEP’s proposal must be stopped.
1.
Fishing Access and Amenities No Longer Specifically Required


The current rule resulted in the creation of many new fishing access areas and amenities.  It is an affront to the recreational fishing community that DEP is proposing its repeal. The (No) Public Access Rule would end the requirement that fishing access and associated amenities be required as part of development (including reconstructed bridges) along tidal waterways.  
2.
Along the Jersey Shore, the ¼ Mile Access Standard is Being Reduced to ½ Mile 
As surf fishermen who lug gear from the nearest available parking space know all too well, there is a major difference between fishing access being provided every ¼ mile as opposed to every ½ mile.

DEP is proposing to repeal its ¼-mile public access requirement for renourished beaches and instead rely upon the federal Army Corps of Engineers lesser ½-mile standard.  
3.
No Specific Parking Requirements Proposed


Without sufficient parking, public access to the waterfront can be meaningless. The (No) Public Access Rule does not contain any specific parking requirements.  It is not clear how much public parking, if any, must be provided for in the untested Municipal Public Access Plans.  The proposed rule does not state how much parking constitutes is “sufficient” for beach renourishment projects.  Moreover, towns are no longer required to remove parking restrictions in order to receive State funding for such projects.  
4.
Closed Areas to Remain Closed


Particularly along the urban waterfront, DEP’s proposed “status quo” approach will keep those areas closed to the public. In many instances, the (No) Public Access Rule would not require existing commercial, industrial, marina, and port developments to provide public access where none presently exists.  
5.
Public Access Limited to Business Hours

Apparently, DEP believes that the public does not fish on weekends, at night, or in the early morning. In many instances, the (No) Public Access Rules would only allow public access “during normal operating hours.”  This is true for public projects, industrial developments, marinas and commercial facilities (where additional hours may be allowed).  

For more information about this proposal, and what you can do to help us stop it, read (No) Public Access Rule Fact Sheets #1 Overview, #2 Municipal Public Access Plans, #3 Renourished Beaches, #4 Urban Waterfront, and #6 What You Can Do to Help, brought to you by:
American Littoral Society     (     NY/NJ Baykeeper

Surfrider Foundation (Jersey Shore Chapter)     (     Citizens Right to Access Beaches (C.R.A.B.)

New Jersey Beach Buggy Association
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